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ETHOS AND BOARDING AIMS 
 
 

Ethos 
 

 Our aim is to provide all-round education with an academic focus. We will promote the full 
development of students by providing a secure, professional, and caring environment in which 
each student is encouraged to reach his or her individual potential and is prepared for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adulthood. These goals will be achieved in the 
context of a learning, spiritual, moral, and pastoral ethos, which respects values of Christian and 
other faith communities, and our unique military tradition.  
 
Boarding Aims 
 
• To promote the personal student values of courage, discipline, respect, integrity, loyalty, 

and commitment within an environment where learning is at its heart. 
 
• To promote a pastoral environment in which all students can live, grow and be happy. 
 
• To develop a sense of community and belonging within our 100% co-educational boarding 

school. 
 
• To develop and foster supportive relationships between students, parents, staff, and other 

stakeholders. 
 
• To understand and provide for the particular and evolving educational and boarding needs 

of the military community. 
 
• To promote a respect for the rights of others and their property. 
 
• To promote good manners and develop social skills.  
 
• To promote the “student voice” in the discussion of boarding matters.  
 
• To promote and develop the unique military ethos of the School. 
 
• To provide a boarding environment which develops respect for others and where bullying 

or other forms of harassment are not tolerated. 
 
• To provide students with a range of activities and experiences which will develop their 

character, resilience, and leadership skills, allowing students to make a positive 
contribution to our School community and beyond. 
 

• To provide the highest quality boarding accommodation, pastoral care and medical care 
that complies with the National Minimum Standards for Boarding Schools and exceed them 
wherever possible. 
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Introduction 
 
PSHEE refers to all the planned learning opportunities, which promotes personal and social 
development throughout the curriculum: "the intentional promotion of personal development".  In 
other words, it covers not just the scheduled lessons but all interaction with students, in or out of the 
classroom, across the whole curriculum.   
 
PSHEE is delivered as timetabled lessons to all year groups in addition to special off-timetable days 
when a large number of outside speakers support tutors, especially with areas of specialism such as 
drug awareness education. 
 
The PSHEE programme 
 
We have written our own PSHEE programme based on good practice and statutory and non-statutory 
guidance.  PSHEE covers Sex and Relationships education, Drugs Awareness, some Careers Education 
and Guidance and Study and Learning skills. A detailed copy of the programme of study which we 
refer closely to when planning schemes of work is included at Annex A.  
  
Specialist and sensitive areas of PSHEE 
 
It is expected that matters relating to sexual relationships will be treated with sensitivity and that 
factual questions will be answered honestly. Medical Centre staff, House staff, together with the 
PSHEE department, may be involved in this, in addition to outside speakers. There is also cross-
curricular communication with the Science Department, and the Religious Studies Department.  
 
Working with parents 
 
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Sex Education.  In the first place they should 
contact the PSHEE Co-ordinator to discuss their concerns.  If they still wish to withdraw their child, 
this should be done by writing to their child’s Housemaster/mistress/parent and the letter will be 
placed in the child’s file. 
 
PSHEE 
 
At the Duke of York’s Royal Military School PSHEE refers to the delivery of personal and social 
development both within the curriculum and the pastoral elements of the School. In Key Stages 3, 4 
and 5 students work in timetabled lessons and collapsed curriculum days.  All year groups benefit 
from a range of outside speakers covering topics such as mental health, drug and alcohol awareness 
and sex and relationships education.    
 
As mentioned, parents have the right to withdraw their child (up to the age of 16) from Sex Education. 
In the first place they should contact the PSHEE Co-ordinator to discuss their concerns. If they still 
wish to withdraw their child, they should then contact the Vice Principal, their child’s 
Housemaster/mistress, or the PSHEE Co-ordinator in writing. This information will then be held on 
the child’s file. 
 
National Context 
 
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Wellbeing Education brings together PSHEE, work related 
learning, careers, enterprise, and financial capability. The programmes of study throughout the 
School are split into 3 Core Themes, Health and Wellbeing, Relationships, and Living in the Wider 
World (including economic wellbeing, careers, and the world of work).   
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Section 2.5 of the National Curriculum Framework states that all schools should make provision 
for PSHEE, drawing on good practice. The programmes of study help to identify the key concepts 
and skills that underpin PSHEE education and help to fulfil our statutory responsibility to support 
students’ spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development and prepare them for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life as set out in Section 78 of the Education Act 
2002.  
 
The programmes of study cover Key Stages 3 and 4 and are based on three core themes within 
which there will be broad overlap and flexibility:  
 
1. Health and Wellbeing 

 
2. Relationships 

 
3. Living in the Wider World 
 
Aims 
 
The overarching aim for PSHEE education is to provide students with: 
 
• Accurate and relevant knowledge. 
• Opportunities to turn that knowledge into personal understanding. 
• Opportunities to explore, clarify and if necessary, challenge, their own and others’ values, 

attitudes, beliefs, rights and responsibilities. 
• The skills, language and strategies needed in order to live healthy, safe, fulfilling, responsible 

and balanced lives. 
 
Overarching Concepts 
 
1. Identity (their personal qualities, attitudes, skills, attributes and achievements and what 

influences these). 
 

2. Relationships (including different types and in different settings). 
 

3. A healthy (including physically, emotionally, and socially) balanced lifestyle (including 
within relationships, work-life, exercise, and rest, spending and saving and diet). 
 

4. Risk (identification, assessment and how to manage risk rather than simply the avoidance of 
risk for self and others) and safety (including behaviour and strategies to employ in different 
settings. 
 

5. Diversity and Equality (in all its forms). 
 

6. Rights (including the notion of universal human rights), responsibilities (including fairness 
and justice) and consent (in different contexts). 
 

7. Change (as something to be managed) and resilience (the skills, strategies and “inner 
resources” we can draw on when faced with challenging change or circumstance). 
 

8. Power (how it is used and encountered in a variety of contexts including persuasion, bullying, 
negotiation and “win-win” outcomes). 
 

9. Career (including enterprise, employability and economic understanding). 
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The overarching concepts, essential skills, and core themes have been developed by the PSHEE Association, and Department for Education.  
 
This policy has been produced in consultation with the PSHEE Co-ordinator.  


