
 

 

Curriculum Overview 

Year 8 

2026-2027 



In this booklet, you will find information about your child’s subject curriculums, including:  

• how many lessons they have each week 

• the number of Prep sessions they have for that subject  
• what is taught each term 

• who leads the subject, should you need to get in touch with the Head of Department. 

Your child will be supported by a tutor and the Head of Key Stage Three, Mrs Amy Carey 
(amy.carey@doyrms.com). 

 

Key Reporting Dates: 

Parents’ Consultations: 24th March 2027   

This is held face-to-face in the Sports Hall.  We will email you with details on how to sign up, towards the end of 
September.  We really encourage you to do all you can to be there. 

Performance Reports: 12th February and 28th May 2027 

These reports will show you how your child is progressing towards their targets in each subject, what their attitude to learning is 
like and if there are any concerns. 

Academic Report: 16th October 2026 

Along with performance data, this report will include a written, narrative comment from each of your child’s 
subject teachers. 



Prep 

In addition to your child’s lessons, their learning is also extended through Prep in the evenings.  The work supplied gives 
students the opportunity to: 

• Prepare for future lessons 

• Complete any classwork or extension tasks 

• Engage in the deliberate practice and rehearsal of key knowledge and skills 

• Create, apply and extend knowledge and skills to new scenarios. 

You will find the Year 8 Prep timetable, below.  ‘TG’, refers to which class students are in. 

Year 8 Prep - 30 minutes each, apart from Maths 

Monday 

TG1 - Science (MTM)  

English  

TG1 - Art  

TG2 - Science (DAH)  TG2 - Art  

TG3 - Science (KAD)  TG3 - Reading/Catch up 

TG4 - Science (MTM)  TG4 - Computer Science  

Tuesday 

TG1 - Spanish  TG1 - Computer Science  

  
TG2 - Spanish  TG2 - History  

TG3 - Spanish  TG3 - Geography  

TG4 - Spanish  TG4 - Art  

Wednesday 

TG1 - History  

Maths (1 hour) 
TG2 - Reading/Catch up 

TG3 - History  

TG4 - History  

Thursday 

TG1 - Geography  TG1 - Science (KAD)    

TG2 - Geography  TG2 - Science (DAH)    

TG3 - Computer Science  TG3 - Science (DAH)    

TG4 - Reading/Catch up TG4 - Science (ASK)    

Flexi: Friday - 

Sunday 

TG1 - Reading/Catch Up     

TG2 - Computer Science      

TG3 - Art      

TG4 - Geography      

 



Subject Curriculums 

 

Art 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Deven Keeler 

 

deven.keeler@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons per 
week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

War 

Students will look at the work of Paul Nash and 
create a ceramic war tile.  They will investigate the 
symbolism behind specific objects and continue 
their work on perspective to create atmospheric 

war landscapes as backgrounds for their tiles.  
They will then develop their poppy drawing into 

textile appliques using fabric. 

Identity – Self-Portraits 

Building on their previous portraiture project, 
students will explore themes of identity and 

culture through the work of contemporary artist 
Kehinde Wiley. They will investigate how Wiley 
combines portraiture with pattern to celebrate 

identity and challenge traditional representations 
in art. 

Students will develop their observational drawing 
skills by studying facial proportions and refining 

their ability to draw and shade accurate facial 
features. They will learn how to use grids to 
transfer images accurately and apply tonal 

techniques to create a convincing three-
dimensional effect. 

The project will culminate in a tonal self-portrait 
based on a personal "proud" photograph, inspired 

by Wiley’s work. Through this process, students 
will deepen their understanding of cultural identity, 

art history and portraiture while developing 
confidence in drawing, tone and mixed-media 

techniques 

 

 

Lino Printed Backgrounds 

Students will explore patterns from a range of 
cultures, including the work of William Morris, 
whose decorative designs inspired aspects of 

Kehinde Wiley’s portraiture. They will develop their 
understanding of colour, pattern and composition 

while learning printmaking techniques such as lino 
cutting, tiling and reduction printing. Students will 
revisit colour theory and colour schemes to create 

effective patterned designs. 
The project will culminate in a final piece that 

combines their self-portrait with a lino-printed 
patterned background, reflecting aspects of their 
own identity. Through this project, students will 

deepen their understanding of the formal elements 
of colour and pattern while gaining an introduction 

to lino printing and printmaking processes 
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Computing 
Subject Lead: 

Mr Paul Sharrad 

 

paul.sharrad@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Hardware and Software 

Students will learn the components of a computer, 
including the various types of software.  They will explore 
cascading style sheets, using CSS to style webpages. 

 

 

Cross-Curricula Project: Remembrance Day Website 

Students will use HTML and CSS to create a website 
about Remembrance Day. 

 

Introduction to Cyber Security 

Students will have a series of taster lessons, introducing 
cyber security and digital forensics, with explicit links to 
careers and possible job avenues. 

Python 

Students will build upon their Y7 knowledge, 
using Python to solve problems, including: 

• User input 

• For loops 

• While loops 

• Lists. 
Students will then have an introduction to 
algorithms, including Dijkstra’s algorithm. 
 

 

Java Greenfoot Creation 

Students will develop their understanding of 
common programming concepts, in different 
languages, including: 

• User input 

• For loops 

• While loops 

• Lists. 

 

 

Godot 

Students will create a three-dimensional game 
using the Godot game engine. 

 

 

Intermediate Python 

Students will develop their capabilities in 
dealing with errors.  They will explore Chatbot 
and text-based games, alongside fixing errors in 
buggy games. 
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Dance 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Amy Carey 

 

amy.carey@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

London Underground: pathways, mapping and 
journeys 

Students explore how environments can act as a 
choreographic stimulus. Using the London Underground 
as inspiration, students investigate pathways, direction 
and speed to represent travel and flow. They develop an 

understanding of how space and movement can 
communicate journeys and structure within dance. 

Skills and techniques: Stimulus Exploration, Pathways 

Formation, Travelling Movement, Repetition, Group 
Choreography, Timing, Spatial Awareness, Collaboration, 

Problem Solving, Movement Memory, Organisation, 
Communication, Evaluation, Levels, Direction, 

Formation, Transition, Travelling Movement 

 

Dance Around the World: global cultures, traditions 
and understanding diversity 

Students explore how dance reflects culture, tradition 
and identity. Through learning stylistic movements from 

different global dance forms, they develop an 
understanding of rhythm, gesture and formation as tools 

for communicating meaning and community. 
Skills and techniques: Contact, Formation, Travel, 
Dynamic Content, Spatial Content, Coordination, 
Movement Memory, Motif Development, Spatial 

Awareness, Trust, Confidence 

 

Working with Stimulus: interpretation of 
theme and response 

Students develop their ability to create 
movement from a stimulus such as an image, 
theme or idea. They learn how choreographic 
devices such as motif, contrast and dynamics 

can be used to communicate meaning and 
intention within dance. 

Skills and techniques: Transitions, Formation, 
Spatial Awareness, Performance Analysis, 

Rehearsal Skills, Movement Memory, 
Projection, Mobility, Control, Musicality, Co-

ordination, Resilience 

 

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party: mental health and 
storytelling through performance 

Students explore narrative dance, examining 
how movement can communicate character 

and story. Students develop an understanding 
of how emotions and experiences can be 
expressed through movement. They apply 
expressive skills, gesture, dynamics and 
ensemble tasks to create choreography.  

Skills and Techniques: Timing, Performance 
Analysis, Repetition, Canon, Contact, 

Mirroring, Pathway, Formation, Movement Size, 
Dynamic Content, Teamwork, Confidence, 

Time Management, Sensitivity to other 
Dancers, Phrasing, Communication 

 

Dance for Camera: journey (personal, group 
and transition, performing for camera) 

Students explore how movement can 
represent personal experiences. Using their 

own school journey as inspiration, they 
develop pathways, transitions and spatial 

awareness to communicate progression and 
change through dance. 

Skills and techniques: Exaggeration, Analysis 
of performance, Characterisation, Accuracy of 

movement, Timing, Spatial awareness, 
Communication of Choreographic Intent, 

Concentration  
 

Musical Theatre: storytelling, timing and 
interpretation 

Students explore how dance supports 
storytelling in musical theatre. They develop 

expressive performance skills including 
characterisation and facial expression to 

communicate intention and narrative. 
Skills and techniques: Characterisation, facial 

expression, gesture, formation, levels, 
dynamics, Timing to music, storytelling 
through movement, stage awareness, 

performance quality, group performance.  
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Drama 
Subject Lead: 

Mr Michael Hornsey 

 

 

Michael.hornsey@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

All the World’s a Stage 

Students will develop their understanding of how 
rehearsal room skills translate to the wider world.  They 

will explore:  
plurality of identities (Goffman); the importance of 

communication for mental health; presentation skills for 
different job roles; presenting to and engaging with an 
audience; non-verbal communication and interview 

techniques; voice animation; persuading and debating; 
and leadership and planning through a charity workshop.   

 

Page to Stage Contentions 

Through the play ‘Twisted’, students will 
engage in a table-read and thematic 

discussion, prior to staging using dramatic 
conventions.  They will explore stylised 
characterisation, alongside monologue 
development and circles of attention, 

culminating in an extract performance and 
assessment. 

Responding to a Stimulus 

Students will be introduced to a stimulus, 
considering aspects of planning and staging, 

including performance and skills conventions.  
Students will use scratch performances to test 

ideas and gather feedback. 
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Design Technology 
Subject Lead: 

Mr Ben Feldman 

 

 

ben.feldman@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

In Year 8 students build on the skills learnt in Year 7 and 
work with greater accuracy and independence. They 

develop more confident drawing, modelling, CAD/CAM 
and workshop skills and begin to make clearer decisions 

about materials and processes. 
 

Students develop their design communication through 
two-point perspective, rendering and more detailed 

annotation. Practical work focuses on accurate marking 
out, measuring, cutting, shaping and finishing, with 
students expected to work more independently and 

safely. 

Students develop their CAD/CAM skills 
through 2D Design and 3D modelling. They use 

processes such as laser cutting and 3D 
printing and learn how parts can be designed 

to fit together accurately. They test models and 
make changes when something does not work 

as intended. 

Students complete a design-and-make project 
that combines hand skills with CAD/CAM. They 

use research and the work of designers to 
develop ideas, select suitable materials and 

evaluate the finished outcome against the 
original design requirements 
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English 
Subject Lead: 

Mr Zac Bawtree 

 

 

Zechariah.bawtree@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

4 Number of Preps per 
week: 

1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Modern Novel – Refugee Boy 

Students will study Benjamin Zephaniah’s Refugee Boy, 
where they will practise retrieving information, making 
inferences, analysing language and structure, and 
exploring character, theme and context.  They will develop 
the construction of their responses through integrated 
evidence to support inferences.  They will also develop 
their ability to write for audience and purpose, producing 
narrative and descriptive prose.  Regular spelling practice, 
Sparx Reader assessments and a poetry unit linked to the 
Remembrance competition will further support the 
development of reading fluency, vocabulary and written 
communication. 
 

Non-Fiction Texts 

Students will explore the conventions of a variety of non-
fiction forms and purposes, including adverts, articles, 
biography, emails, leaflets, letters and speeches, 
developing their ability to compare viewpoints and 
evaluate perspectives.  Through texts including Anne 
Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, students will analyse how 
language and structural features are chosen for specific 
purposes, before applying them to their own writing.  
 

 

 

 

Diverse Voices in Poetry 

Students will explore a range of poems from 
diverse writers, developing their English 
Literature skills through the analysis of 
themes, language, structure and form. They 
will consider how writers communicate 
experiences, identities and perspectives, 
while practising comparison and 
interpretation skills that prepare them for 
GCSE Literature study. 

 

 

 

Drama – Our Day Out 

They will then be introduced to drama 
through Our Day Out by Willy Russell, 
exploring character, setting and social 
context while developing their understanding 
of dramatic conventions and the ways 
playwrights communicate ideas to an 
audience. 

 

 

Creative Writing – Gothic Fiction 

Through a range of Gothic texts and extracts, 
they will analyse how writers create 
atmosphere, tension and suspense using 
language and structural techniques. Students 
will develop their ability to infer meaning, 
evaluate a writer’s methods and craft detailed 
analytical responses. They will also create 
their own Gothic narratives, applying 
descriptive and narrative writing techniques to 
engage and impact their readers. 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Food Technology 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Jen Norman 

 

 

Jennifer.norman@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Fats, Oils and Pastry 

Students will build on their Year 7 knowledge by 
exploring the science behind fats and oils, including their 

role in food products. They will develop a range of 
practical baking skills through dishes such as fruit 

crumble, cookies and vegetable pasties, while learning 
about food safety, pastry-making techniques and the 

functional properties of ingredients. 
 

Proteins and Food Science 

Students will investigate how proteins behave during 
cooking, exploring processes such as coagulation, 

aeration and emulsification. Through practical dishes 
including layered salads, chicken fajitas, savoury tarts 

and Swiss rolls, they will develop their understanding of 
ingredient functions, presentation and sensory qualities 

while refining their practical cooking skills 

 

 

Bread Making and Raising Agents 

Students will explore the science of bread 
making, learning how gluten development, 
fermentation and raising agents affect food 

products. Practical activities, including 
bread rolls, pizza, fruit swirls, gingerbread 

cake and scones, will develop confidence in 
kneading, proving, shaping and baking 

techniques 

 

Carbohydrates and Sauce Making 

Students will investigate the functional 
properties of carbohydrates, including 

gelatinisation, caramelisation and 
dextrinization. They will apply this 

knowledge through practical dishes such as 
cheesy pasta bake, lasagne and sweet and 

sour chicken, while developing skills in 
sauce making, oven cookery and food 

presentation. 
 

Food Choice and Consumer Awareness 

Students will explore the factors that influence 
food choices, including culture, lifestyle, cost, 

sustainability and health. They will learn how food 
labels and packaging can help consumers make 

informed decisions, while considering the impact 
of food production and food security on 

individuals and communities. 
 

Independent Food Project 

Students will consolidate the knowledge and 
skills developed throughout the year by planning, 
preparing and evaluating their own world-inspired 
dish. They will research recipes, apply food safety 

principles, select appropriate ingredients and 
techniques, and demonstrate increasing 

independence in the kitchen while reflecting on 
their progress as food technologists. 
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Geography 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Aleksandra 
Rogala 

 

Aleksandra.rogala@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

2 Number of Preps 
per week: 

1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Growing Cities – The Changing Face of Manchester 

 Using Manchester as a case study, students investigate 
urban growth, regeneration and changing land use. They 
explore how economic and social change can transform 

a city – and ask what makes a city successful and 
sustainable. 

 

Resources – What Does the World Need? 

 Students investigate where resources come from, how 
and why demand is changing, and the environmental and 

social challenges created by resource use. 
 

India – A Country of Contrasts 

Students explore population, development, 
urbanisation and economic growth, 

investigating both the opportunities created 
by India's transformation and the challenges 

faced by its people and environments. 
 

Globalisation – One Connected World 

Students discover how people, products, 
money, ideas and information move around 

the world, creating an increasingly 
interconnected global economy. They 
investigate the benefits and costs of 

globalisation and consider how it affects 
different places and people. 

 

TNCs – Global Connections, Local Impacts 

 Students investigate Transnational Corporations 
(TNCs), exploring why businesses operate across 

borders and the economic, social and 
environmental impacts they can have. 

 

 

The unit then comes out of the classroom and 
into the local area. Students undertake their own 
geographical fieldwork, collecting and analysing 

litter to investigate the local impacts of 
consumption and global supply chains. They 

collect primary data, identify patterns, analyse 
their findings and draw evidence-based 

conclusions — putting real geographical enquiry 
into practice. 
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History 
Subject Lead: 

Mr Joshua Ovenden 

 

Joshua.ovenden@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

2 Number of Preps per 
week: 

1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

How should we view the Industrial revolution and the 
British Empire? 

Students will explore the causes and consequences of 
the Industrial Revolution and the transformation of work 
and society that followed. They will investigate factories, 

child labour, changing roles for women, public health, 
medicine and the importance of social class. Students 

will develop their ability to explain change and continuity, 
use precise historical evidence, and construct supported 

explanations about the impact of industrialisation as 
well as the intrinsic links between industrialisation and 

the British Empire. 
 

Students will investigate the origins, growth and impact 
of the British Empire, including its development in North 

America, India, Africa and Australia with a large case 
study on India. They will consider the experiences of 
indigenous peoples, the ways Britain benefited from 

empire and why British rule was controversial. Students 
will develop their ability to explain causes and 

consequences and to understand why historians can 
reach different interpretations of the same period. 

What happened during the transatlantic 
slave trade? 

Students will investigate slavery within its 
wider historical context before examining the 
development of the transatlantic slave trade 

and Britain’s involvement within it.  
 Students will develop their skills in source 

inference, causal explanation and evaluating 
different historians’ interpretations of 

abolition. 
 

How should we understand the story of 
Black British History? 

Students will investigate Black British 
experiences and campaigns for equality in 

post-slave trade Britain with a focus on post-
WWII. Through case studies including the 

Windrush generation, the Bristol Bus Boycott, 
the Mangrove Nine, the New Cross Fire and the 

murder of Stephen Lawrence, they will 
consider how Black Britons challenged 

discrimination and used political action and 
culture to assert identity and demand change. 
Students will develop their understanding of 

change, continuity and significance while 
comparing the British experience of civil rights 
with developments in the United States which 
have become more common knowledge than 

events in Britain. 

Who has held power in Britain and why has 
change Occurred? 

Students will investigate how political power in 
Britain has changed from the Middle Ages to 

the nineteenth century. They will examine the 
origins of Parliament, attempts to limit royal 
power, the Peasants’ Revolt, the English Civil 

War, Oliver Cromwell, the Glorious Revolution 
and the Peterloo Massacre. Students will 

develop their ability to construct historical 
narratives, explain causes and consequences 
and reach judgements about individuals and 

events. 
 

In the summer term students will continue 
investigating the Great Reform Act, the 

abolition of slavery in the British Empire, 
industrialisation and campaigns for greater 
political rights, including the role of women. 

They will consider which groups gained 
political influence and how power changed 

over time. Students will develop their 
understanding of change and continuity and 
their ability to make supported judgements 

about the significance of historical 
developments. 
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Maths 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Hannah Palmer 

 

Hannah.palmer@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

4 Number of Preps per 
week: 

1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Proportional Reasoning 

• Ratio and scale 

• Multiplicative change 

• Multiplying and dividing fractions 

 

Representations 

• Working in the Cartesian plane 

• Representing data 

• Tables and probability 

Algebraic techniques 

• Brackets, equations and inequalities 

• Sequences 

• Indices 

Developing number 

• Fractions and percentages 

• Standard index form 

• Number sense 

 

Developing geometry 

• Angles in parallel lines and polygons 

• Area of trapezia and circles 

• Line symmetry and reflection 

 

Reasoning with data 

• The data handling cycle 

• Measures of location 
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Music 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Maria Briggs 

 

maria.briggs@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Hooks and Riffs 

Students will explore repeated musical patterns 
through Western Classical (Baroque, Classical, 

Romantic) and Popular Music. 
 

Off-Beat 

In this unit, students will explore Reggae, syncopation, 
texture, chords, reggae song lyrics, before creating 

their own Reggae arrangement. 
This unit links into Musical Futures 

 

 

Variations 

In this unit, students will explore ways to 
develop musical ideas through changing and 

adding to a theme and ground bass 
variations, including Western Classical 

Music. 
 

All That Jazz 

In this unit, students will explore chords and 
chord progressions, improvisations, the 12- 

bar blues, the blues scale, swing, and Big 
Band jazz. This unit links to Musical Futures 

Computer & Video Game Music 

In this unit, students will explore character 
themes and development, ground themes 
and sound effects in computer and video 

game music. 
 

Saharan Sounds 

In this unit, students will explore African 
drumming, polyrhythms, syncopation, call 
and response, cyclic rhythms, and rhythm 

grid notation. 
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PE 
Subject Lead: 

Mr Chris Sargant 

 

Chris.sargant@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Basketball 
Physical: Faster ball-handling, pressure passing, jump 

shot introduction, defensive stance. 
Mental: Give-and-go, width, simple defensive choices. 

Affective: Resilience in competitive drills. 
Social: Leadership in small-team roles. 

 

 

Badminton 

Physical: Smash introduction, net play, enhanced 
footwork patterns. 

Mental: Tactical shot selection and court exploitation. 
Affective: Managing pressure in longer rallies. 

Social: Doubles rotation and cooperative decision-
making. 

 

Trampolining 

Physical: Basic shapes (tuck, pike, 
straddle), controlled straight bounce, half-

twists, seat drops. 
Mental: Understanding body control, set-up 

positions, and safe progressions. 
Affective: Growing confidence at height 

and during controlled flight. 
Social: Safe spotting support, accurate 

peer observation. 
 

 

Swimming 

Physical: Stroke efficiency improvements, 
introduction to tumble turns, endurance 

sets. 
Mental: Recognising stroke faults and 

applying corrections. 
Affective: Motivation during sustained 

aerobic work. 
Social: Effective cooperation and working 

safely with others. 
 

Athletics 

Physical: Rotational throw basics, extended 
jump approaches, max-velocity sprint 

mechanics. 
Mental: Tactical pacing and biomechanical 

awareness. 
Affective: Resilience across repeated efforts. 
Social: Peer coaching using simple technical 

cues 

 

 

Football 
Physical: First-touch control; long passing and 
crossing; heading basics; defensive jockeying. 

Mental: Understanding attacking and 
defensive principles; width and simple set-

piece strategies. 
Affective: Resilience when losing possession 

or during high-pressure competitive drills. 
Social: Leadership in small-team roles and 

officiating basic match play. 
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PSHEE 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Joolz Kassai 
 

Joolz.kassai@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Identity, Self-Esteem and Growth 

Students will explore how identity, self-esteem and 
resilience develop over time, learning strategies to 

build confidence and manage challenges positively. 
They will develop a growth mindset, examine the 

impact of self-talk and thought patterns on wellbeing, 
and consider how self-worth can influence decision-

making and relationships. Students will also learn 
techniques for emotional regulation, stress and anger 
management, and explore healthy ways of coping with 

grief, loss and change. Throughout the unit, they will 
develop practical coping strategies and an 

understanding of how and where to seek support when 
needed 

 

Relationships 

Students will explore the characteristics of healthy and 
unhealthy relationships, developing their 

understanding of respect, trust and effective 
communication. They will examine the impact of 

bullying, the role of bystanders and the importance of 
assertiveness and consent in maintaining positive 

relationships. Students will also explore diverse 
families and inclusive relationships, promoting respect 
for different experiences and backgrounds. In addition, 

they will learn about the risks associated with image 
sharing and harmful online content, developing the 

knowledge and skills needed to make safe and 
responsible choices in both online and offline 

relationships 

 

Self-Care 

Students will explore factors that influence 
physical, emotional and mental wellbeing, 
developing a greater understanding of self-
care and healthy lifestyle choices. They will 

examine the impact of media and social 
influences on body image, consider healthy 

and unhealthy eating behaviours, and 
explore the importance of sleep in 

supporting overall wellbeing. Students will 
also investigate the links between physical 

and mental health, while challenging myths 
and misconceptions surrounding self-harm. 

Throughout the unit, they will develop 
strategies for maintaining positive wellbeing 

and learn how to access support for 
themselves and others when needed. 

 

Risk Taking 

Students will develop their understanding of 
risk-taking behaviours and the potential 

consequences for their health, wellbeing and 
future opportunities. They will explore the 

risks associated with vaping, smoking, 
alcohol and illegal drugs, while learning how 
to make informed and responsible decisions. 
Students will also investigate the dangers of 
county lines activity and child exploitation, 

examining who may be vulnerable, how 
exploitation can occur, and the support 

available to keep themselves and others 
safe. 

 

Equality, Diversity and Human Rights 

Students will explore equality, diversity and 
inclusion, developing their understanding of 

the Equality Act and protected characteristics. 
They will examine issues relating to gender 

equality, misogyny, LGBTQ+ inclusion, 
disability and ableism, while considering the 

importance of respect and challenging 
discrimination. Students will also investigate 
human rights on a global scale, exploring how 

rights and freedoms can differ across the 
world and reflecting on their role in promoting 

equality, fairness and respect within their 
communities and wider society. 

 

Budgeting 

Students will develop essential financial 
literacy skills by learning how to manage 
money effectively and distinguish between 
needs and wants when making spending 
decisions. They will explore the risks 
associated with online scams, fraud and 
gambling, developing the knowledge needed 
to stay safe in an increasingly digital world. 
Students will also examine the influence of the 
media, learning how information can be 
shaped, manipulated or misrepresented, 
while developing critical thinking skills to 
identify misinformation and make informed 
judgements about the content they encounter 
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RE 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Joolz Kassai 
 

Joolz.kassai@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

1 Number of Preps per 
week: 

- 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

The Story of Hinduism 

Students will explore the key beliefs and practices of 
Hinduism, including Hindu gods and goddesses, 

reincarnation and the caste system. They will learn 
about Hindu worship, the importance of festivals such 

as Diwali, and the role of faith in everyday life. 
Students will also investigate what it is like to live as a 

Hindu in modern Britain, developing their 
understanding of religion, culture and diversity. 

 

The Story of Buddhism 

Students will explore the key beliefs and teachings of 
Buddhism, beginning with the life of Siddhartha 

Gautama and his journey to becoming the Buddha. 
They will investigate core Buddhist teachings, 

including the Eightfold Path and the Five Precepts, and 
consider how these guide the lives of Buddhists today. 

Students will also explore Buddhist symbols and 
practices, such as prayer flags, developing their 

understanding of the values and traditions of this 
major world religion. 

 

Buddhism and Social  
Students will continue their study of 

Buddhism by exploring Buddhist worship, 
the significance of places of worship, and 
the importance of festivals such as Wesak 

and Parinirvana Day.  
 

Social Justice 

Students will explore the concept of social 
justice and consider how individuals and 

communities can promote fairness, equality 
and respect. They will investigate the Golden 
Rule as a common principle across religions, 

examine different perspectives on justice 
through historical and contemporary 

examples, and consider the challenges and 
benefits of living in a multi-faith society. 

Students will also explore how Christians 
and Muslims are inspired by their faith to 

challenge discrimination and support social 
change, developing their understanding of 
the relationship between belief, values and 

action 

 

 

Social Justice and Women in Religion 

Students will explore themes of social justice, respect 
and equality through the study of influential 

individuals and religious traditions. They will learn 
about the life and legacy of Jo Cox and examine the 

concept of the Stairs to Respect as a model for 
positive relationships and community values. 

Students will also investigate the role of women 
within Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism, 

considering how beliefs and traditions have shaped 
their experiences. Through the study of figures such 

as Malala Yousafzai, students will reflect on courage, 
equality and the impact individuals can have in 

promoting social change. 
 

Leadership in Religion 

Students will explore the qualities and responsibilities 
of leadership within a range of religious traditions. 

Through an independent project, they will investigate 
how religious leaders influence their communities, 

promote values and inspire positive change. Students 
will examine examples of leadership from different 

faiths, developing their research, analysis and 
presentation skills while reflecting on the impact of 

leadership in both religious and wider society. 
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Science 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Marion Ferra 

 

Marion.ferra@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

4 Number of Preps per 
week: 

2 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

8A – Diet and digestion  
• what we eat and why 

• the structure and function of the digestive 
system  

• an introduction to enzymes 

 

8F - The periodic table  
• the periodic table 

• Dalton’s atomic model 
• physical trends 

• chemical trends 

 

8E - Combustion 

• what combustion is 

• fire safety 

• the causes and effects of pollution 

• the cause and effect of global warming 

 

8I - Fluids 

• properties of solids, liquids and gases. 
• density (regular and irregular shaped objects) 
• changes of state 

• pressure and what affects it 

• floating, sinking and upthrust 

• the effect of drag 

 

 

 

8B – Plants and their reproduction  
• sexual and asexual reproduction in 

plants 

• classification and biodiversity 

  
8C – Breathing and respiration  

• gas exchange  
• aerobic and anaerobic respiration  
• the effect of exercise  

 

8J - Light 

• the properties of light 

• reflection 

• refraction 

• links between cameras and the eye. 
• colour and filters 

 

8G - Metals and their uses 

• the physical properties of metals 

• the chemical properties of metals  
• corrosion 

• alloys 

 

 

 

8K - Energy transfer 

• heat and temperature 

• conduction, convection and radiation 

• how to reduce heat loss 

• accuracy, precision and errors 

• power and efficiency 

• home energy reduction and payback time 

 

8D – Unicellular organisms  
• disease  
• what unicellular organisms are, their differences, 

problems and uses  
 

8L - Earth and Space  
• different models of the solar system 

• what causes the seasons 

• the Earth’s magnetic field 

• gravity and weight 

• polar and geostationary satellites 

• the solar system, galaxies and the universe 

 

8H - Rocks 

• the rock cycle 

• sedimentary rocks 

• igneous rocks and volcanoes 

• metamorphic rocks 
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Spanish 
Subject Lead: 

Mrs Yasmin Palmer 

 

Yasmin.palmer@doyrms.com 

Number of lessons 
per week: 

3 

 

Number of Preps per 
week: 

1 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Free Time 

Students will learn how to describe what they do in their 
free time, including: TV, films, what technology they use, 
music and reading preferences.  They will revise opinions 

and reasons, using the present and future tense. They 
will practise regular and irregular verbs, adverbs of 

frequency, time markers, connectives and intensifiers.  
 

Travel and Tourism 

Students will learn about travel and tourism, including 
transport. They will learn how to conjugate the past 

tense with regular and irregular verbs. 

Free time 

Students will learn about food/drink, 
clothes and festivals in Hispanic countries. 

They will be practising modal verbs, 
negation and three different time frames. 

 

Celebrity culture 

Students will learn how to describe 
celebrities. They will also be able to discuss 
relationships with family and activities with 

family. They will use reflexive verbs and 
different conjugations in the present tense 

of irregular verbs.  

Life at School 
Students will progress to explore life at school, including 
school rules, description of school, school trips, school 
problems and teachers. They will use modal verbs, the 

superlative and reflexive verbs. They will continue to 
practise the three different time frames.  
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